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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


MARCH MEETING. 

The third meeting of the Lent and Summer term will be held at the 
Battersea Central Library, Lavender Hill, S.W., on THURSDAY, 
16th March, at 7.30 p.m., when the two following papers will be read :— 

‘* Library Activities."". By Wittiam J. Harris, F.L.A., Borough 
Librarian of Bromley (Kent) 

‘* Library Statistics: necessary and unnecessary, and the purpose of 
statistics."” By WILLIAM MCGILL, F.L.A., of the Islington Public Libraries 

It will be noted that this Meeting in on Thursday, the second arranged 
this Session for the benefit of those assistants who are unable to attend the 
Wednesday Meetings; it is hoped that all who can will make an effort to 
support this special arrangement. The purport of Mr. McGill’s paper is 
sufficiently conveyed by the title, but it may be mentioned in connection 
with the other paper that Mr. Harris proposes to focus professional opinion 
on the increasing activities which characterize library work, and to formulate 
the view that in this direction lies the best hope for complete recognition on 
the part of the public as a definite educational institution. 

[The Battersea Public Library is within easy reach of the City by way 
of Clapham Junction Station from Victoria. The former station is within 
about seven minutes’ walk of the library. The Lavender Hill cars connecting 
with the services from Victoria and from Blackfriars and the Embankment 
pass the door. } 


E LECTION OF A MEMBER OF COUNCIL. 


A vacancy for a London member of the Council, caused by the resigna- 
tion, through ill-health, of Mr. H. V. Hopwood, will be filled at the next 
ordinary general meeting of the Association to be held at the Battersea 
Central Library on Thursday, March 16th. Nominations should reach the 
Hon. Secretary, North Islington Library, Manor Gardens, N., not later than 
Wednesday, March 15th. 


LECTURES ON CATALOGUING AND CLASSIFICATION. 


An Elementary course of twelve weekly lectures .on Cataloguing and 
Classification will be held at the rooms of the Library Association, 24, 
Bloomsbury Square, W.C., on Wednesdays, at 6 p.m., beginning on the 15th 
February, 1911. Six lectures on CATALOGUING will be given by Mr. 
W. R. B. Prideaux, B.A. (Librarian to the Reform Club Library) from 
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15th February, to 22nd March, and six lectures on CLASSIFICATION by Mr. 
L. Stanley Jast (Borough Librarian, Croydon) from 29th March, 1911, to 
3rd May, 1911. The fee for the twelve lectures is 7s. 6d. 

NORTH EASTERN BRANCH. 


The next meeting will be held, by kind invitation of Mr. A. Hair, Chief 
Librarian, at the Tynemouth Public Library, North Shields, on Wednesday, 
March 22nd, 1911. Programme :— 

7.0 p.m. Committee Meeting. 

7.30 p.m. General Meeting: Discussions will be opened upon the 
following subjects :— 

The advisability of placing all local records in a Municipal Library ; 
the best means of preserving the same and making them 
accessible to the public, by Mr. T. E. Turnbull, Newcastle. 

Aids necessary to annotators, by Mr. D. W. Herdman, Sunderland. 


EDITORIAL. 


The London Library Meeting.—The anticipations of a 
successful Meeting at the London Library were more than 
realised when, on February 8th, over one hundred members 
and friends of the Association met there as the guests of 
the Committee and of the Librarian, C. T. Hagberg Wright, 
Esq., LL.D. Sir Frank T. Marzials, C.B., honoured the 
meeting by presiding. We publish elsewhere an account of 
the proceedings, and hope to give later a resumé of the 
paper read by Mr. Hagberg Wright. We wish that it were 
possible to print the paper in full, being as it is a scholarly 
contribution at once to literature, to literary history, and to 
the history of librarianship. But it is in circumstances such 
as these that the limits of our space are most severely felt, 
and we accept with pleasure the thought of its being printed 
for a wider public, where it will also be readily accessible to 
librarians. Our best thanks are due to Mr. Wright for his 
labours towards the interest of the Meeting; and with our 
thanks we should like to associate the whole of his staff, 
who, entering with zeal into the work of preparing for our 
reception, contributed a large share towards our enjoyment. 

The Work of the Council.—We print on another page a 
report of the work carried out by the Council at their last 
meeting, but we should like to draw special attention to it on 
account of the importance of the matters involved. Three 
important resolutions were passed, involving firstly, the 
action of the Lewisham Borough Council in abolishing the 
office of Chief Librarian; secondly, the treatment of 
provincial assistants by the Library Association in the 
compilation of the professional register; thirdly, the action 
of the L.C.C. in advertising for an untrained librarian, a note 
on which was published in the last number of the Journal. 
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Want of space forbids further comment on the business of 
the evening, but we shall have occasion to refer again to the 
matters in question. It gives us great pleasure to announce 
that the compilation of statistics for the report on conditions 
of library service is now so far advanced that the Secretary 
of the Committee that is dealing with the matter was able 
to make a preliminary report tothe Council. We very much 
regret the resignation of Mr. H. V. Hopwood from the 
Council owing to ill-health. Mr. Hopwood has proved most 
enthusiastic and energetic in helping on the work of the 
Association, and his absence will be really felt. But we 
trust that his recovery will be a speedy one and that we 
shall soon be able to welcome him back. 

The Brussels Excursion at Easter.—Arrangements are 
in an advanced state for the L.A.A. holiday school at 
Brussels, and already its success is assured. The announce- 
ment of Mr. Hopwood’s break-down caused a feeling of 
keen disappointment because he will be unable to deliver 
his promised lectures. Happily, however, we have secured 
the willing help of Messrs. La Fontaine and Ottlet, and this 
part of the programme will accordingly be carried out. We 
look forward to one of the most interesting meetings that 
have ever been organized by the Association. 


Something Wrong.—There are two serious causes for 
complaint in the minds of library assistants. The Library 
Association has started a course of preliminary lectures in 
Cataloguing and Classification at their new offices in 
Bloomsbury Square. They are of especial importance to 
library assistants, and should have been announced as 
widely as possible. But, as regards this Journal, which 
reaches the widest circle of assistants concerned, we 
received the announcement of the lectures for publication 
in the February issue three days after the issue was in the 
hands of members and subscribers, and, it may also be said, 
only a few days before the lectures were due to commence. 
The other matter is as serious, but ina different direction. 
On February 9th was held the annual distribution of Library 
Association Certificates. Here again the announcement 
was received by us after the Journal had been issued, and 
we understand that the only announcements sent out were 
delivered by the morning’s post on the 8th, the day before 
the meeting. As aconsequence, only about thirty people 
assembled to the meeting distinguished by the presence o. 
Dr. Kenyon. There were over one hundred certificates for 
Dr. Kenyon to distribute; about ten assistants received 
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them in person! Two years ago the first public distribution 
was held on a day which proved to be so foggy that train 
services were everywhere disorganized. There was nota 
good attendance, and no one was to be blamed for it. Last 
year, after proper announcements had been made and there 
was every reason to expect a good meeting, it was suddenly 
and with very inadequate notice postponed to suit the con- 
venience of the gentleman who was to give away the cer- 
tificates. Again there was a poor attendance. It is unfair 
to assert from this, as has already been done, that the 
public distributions are a failure. They could be made of 
the utmost value in advertising the courses of professional 
training, and in promoting a healthy interest on the part of 
students. 


THE DEVELOPMENT OF NOTATION IN 
CLASSIFICATION. * 


By H. RutTHerRForD PuRNELL, of the Croydon Public 
Libraries, Hon. Editor of “The Library Assistant.” 
(Continucd.) 


As already illustrated, classification notation can be, and 
has been, carried further than the numbering of the subjects 
of books so that when the numbers are carried on to the 
books and the latter are arranged by those numbers, they 
will be in a methodical order. It is not really complete until 
it has got as far as providing a number for each individual 
book, as was accomplished by the fixed classification notation. 
The futher signs are technically termed classification 
auxiliaries. In the Bodleian Library this problem was 
early solved by giving letters to different book sizes and 
adding a number for each book. This was done in the little 
collection in the Hope-Montague room that I have described 
already. 50a 1 for example would be the first mathematical 
book of a size, say, from seven to nine inches in height. In 
the old classification scheme, adopted about 1860, letters 
were still used, but seemingly only for the purpose of 
separating the class number from the book number; because 
we find that when a section began to get too large, it was 
ended and a new letter used, to start a fresh numeration 
from one onwards until that in its turn became too big. In 
some of the sections are utilized all the letters of the alphabet 
in their turn, from a to z, and then the letters are doubled. 
100, sermons, a very big section, begins at 100a 1, 100a 2 and 
so on down to five or six hundred; then begins 100b 1, b 2 
etc.; which is followed by c and all the letters down to 100 
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z1lonwards. After that the alphabet is doubled 100aa 1, 100 
bb 1, and so on. In Mr. Nicholson’s scheme now in use, 
letters are again used to denote the sizes shown by the table: 


a_ books over 20 inches in height 
b 15-20 

c 12-15 

d 9-12 

€¢ #9 

f §-7 

g below 5 inches 


Then the books are numbered from 1 onwards as they are 
received into each section; and since the Bodleian is one of 
the four libraries that receive a copy of every book published 
under the Copyright Act, this numbering practically ensures 
an arrangement in chronological order, one extremely useful 
for bringing into prominence the latest books on various 
subjects. A table of numbers has been devised by Mr. W. S. 
Biscoe, for securing a similar chronological arrangement in 
connection with classification. He gives to each century, or, 
since the year 1800, to each decade, a letter, and further 
marks separate years with numbers. For example, H 
represents the years 1810-19. The year 1817 is marked H17. 

Perhaps the most common form of arrangement in each 
class is alphabetically by authors’ names. In many libraries 
the books are so arranged, but it is not thought necessary to 
give any number beyond the class number because each 
book as it comes into the library, is entered in an accession 
book having a consecutive numbering from one onwards. 
For charging purposes this accession number is used, some- 
times in conjunction with the class number. In connection 
with his Expansive Classification, or rather, as an auxiliary 
to it, Mr. Cutter devised an alphabeting table to providea 
notation for the arrangement in each section. Its main 
features are the use of one, two, or three letters of the 
authors’ names followed by numbers which are lower or 
higher according to whether the letters they represent are 
earlier or later in the alphabet. One letter is used for 
consonants, excepting S for which two are always used, and 
Sc for which three are used. For names beginning with 
vowels two letters are always employed. The following 
example will show how they are used: 


C77 Cook Irs Ireland Sca7 Scarbrook 
C83 Cousin Ir84 Ironside Sco6 Scott 
C84 Crabb Is89 Istar Scr5 Scrofton 
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Without using numbers of considerable length, however, 
it is often difficult to specify particular books. Mr. Jast 
devised a scheme, which was published in “The Library 
World,” the basis of which was the use of three letters of 
each authors’ name followed by a number and then one or 
two initials of the title. By this means individual books can 
be marked; but even then a long number is often required. 
The example 
822 
SHA4 
-H 


written fractionally for convenience in entering on the tag, 
will give an idea of the marking. 822 is the Dewey number 
for English Drama; Sha4 is the author mark for Shakspere, 
and H for a work on Hamlet. If several works on Hamlet 
are in the library, additional letters or numbers are added to 
the last symbol for each work. 

Without wishing to add to the large number of book 
marks already existing, I might suggest a simplified method 
of providing a sufficiently approximate alphabetical order 
together with a complete book number. The idea is simply 
to use the first letter of the author’s name where Mr. 
Nicholson uses a size letter, and then to number the books 
as they are added. That is to say, in a section like 620 
engineering, the books would be numbered 620al, 620a2 for 
books by Abbot and Armstrong on this subject. If there are 
likely to be many books by authors whose names begin with 
A, it would be a simple matter to arrange for the use of the 
first two letters of their names. By using fairly close 
classification divisions for the library this would be found to 
provide a useful charging number. The accessions book 
would give place to a combined accessions books and shelf 
register, as at the Bodleian. From practical experience I 
consider such a notation would be eminently useful for 
public libraries even of the largest size. A method of 
denoting sizes in connection with most classifications, is to 
prefix a “lower-case” f to the class number of books of folio 
size (e.g. £843); a “lower-case” q for quarto books (e.g. 
q942) and to leave ordinary octavos without any extra mark. 
Further letters can be used if a larger number of size 
divisions is required. 

I have already shown that notation can be made to 
mark more than the class. It can go much further than 
denoting particular books. The best illustration of the 
perfection to which it can be carried is probably to be found 
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in the expansion of the Decimal Classification devised by the 
International Institute of Bibliography at Brussels. This 
Institute, while preserving Dewey’s notation, with modifica- 
tions such as the dropping of cyphers and the decimal point 
as used by him, has introduced an elaborate system of 
symbols, by which almost any conceivable subject, its special 
points of view, and even its relation to other subjects, can be 
signified by notation. In the Institute’s extended scheme, 
form is expressed by a cypher within brackets; place by 
numbers within brackets; time by dates (or shortened date 
numbers) within inverted commas; language by the Dewey 
number following the = sign; relation to another topic by 
the Dewey number for that topic following a colon; and 
relation to another section of the same subject by its abbre- 
viated number following a hyphen. It is most difficult in a 
few words to explain the complicated notation, but perhaps 
an example will be sufficient to denote its usefulness. 

“A treatise in French on Asiatic labour in the Transvaal 
mines in 1900” would be denoted by the notation: 


331 .625 (682) : 622 “1900” =4 


Transvaal 

Mining 

The year 1900 

The Frenchlanguage 


331 = Work and workers 
.62 = Foreign labour 
.625 = Asiatic labour 


“1900” 
=4 


1 do not pretend that the full scheme is necessary or possible 
in a public or, in fact, any library. But for the arrangement 
of the great catalogue that 1s being built up by the Institute, 
it has been found invaluable. The example given is an 
extreme case to show as many of the symbols in use as 
possible. It may be mentioned that if a technical library 


were marking this subject, Mining would come first in the 
notation thus: 


622 (682) : 331 .625 “1900” 


that is, Transvaal mining as affected by Asiatic labour in the 
year 1900. 

The Bodleian classification has also in many directions 
been extended to denote minute sub-divisions, as can be seen 
in the Bibliography section. 2590 is the number for English 
libraries; a particular book in a single library in a particular 
place is denoted by a fractional notation as in the case of 
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2590 e 
Oxford 
1.6 

2590 = English libraries 
€ = the size (7-9 inches in height) 
Oxford = the place 
1 = the particular library (the Bodleian) 
6 = the number of the book. 


The survey of notation would perhaps be incomplete 
without some reference to its application to special library 
classifications. By the kindness of Mr. P. E. Lewin, I am 
able to give an account of a classification that he has devised 
for the library of the Royal Colonial Institute. In this 
library a geographical arrangement is all important and 
forms the basis of the scheme. The notation is numerical for 
place division, alphabetical for main classes of subjects, and 
the classes are further divided by means of numbers. The 
geographical numbering will be indicated by the following 
brief table :— 


1 General. 5 South Africa. 
11 British Empire. 6 America. 

12 British possessions in Europe. 62 Canada. 
2~~=«Asia. 7 West Indies. 
3 Ceylon. 8 Australia. 

4 Africa. 9 South Pacific. 


There are about 900 geographical divisions in use, which are 
divided as in the example :— 


2 Asia. 

22 India. 

292 N. W. Frontier Province. 
2924 Kohat Division. 


It is only possible to give one or two examples to illustrate 
the alphabetical division of subjects :— 


A Topography, Description. D Bibliography. 


B_ Discovery. E_ Ethnology. 

C History. F Manners and customs, etc. 
The classes are divided by figures as shewn in :— 

M Political Questions M9 __—Deffence 
M1 Theory of Empire M96 Finance 
M11 Imperialism M962 Statistics 


M2 Relations of G. Britain with Colonies M963 Crime 


The complete notation in use is written thus:—59M85 
(a book on the trade of Cape Colony). There are 600 sub- 
divisions at present in use, and these, as well as the 
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geographical numbers, are capable of further division at will. 
Certain form divisions are shown by a letter preceding the 
geographical number, as in the case of L to denote official 
publications. 

Another special classification scheme is that of the 
Board of Education Library, published by Mr. A. E. 
Twentyman in an official white paper. In this scheme 
letters are given to the main divisions of education :— 


A General works F Special method 

B Fundamental sciences G Hygiene and physical 
C Educational theories education 

D Organization K Textbooks 

E Buildings 


The further division is illustrated in the following 
examples :— 
C00 General C05.3 Theory of Instruction 
C01 Principles of Educ. C05.3 Theory of Infant 
Instruction 


C01.1 Systematic C05.31 - » Instruction 
pedagogy of Defectives 

Co2 Aims C05.321 Blind 

C05 Internal economy Cog Educational Fiction. 


There are no doubt many other special classifications, such 
as, for example, that of the British Library of Political 
Science, the tables of which haye been published; but it is 
impossible even to name them all. 

I do not pretend to have presented an exhaustive treatise 
on notation, but rather to have suggested its usefulness and 
perhaps its importance. Sometimes it is necessary to travel 
far in search of information relating to all the phases of a 
subject in library economy. For instance, in studying book- 
charging methods one would probably have to visit many 
libraries in order to see the various methods in use. But in 
the case of classification and its notation one can go to the 
Bodleian and see nearly every method that has been tried at 
one time or another, and how each has given way to some 
other form more suitable or more convenient to the time. 
Further, at each new stage in marking the books, the various 
collections have been retained, often in their original positions, 
and always with the numbers unchanged, so that it is 
possible to journey from room to room and see how the 
library has developed with respect to book arrangement and 
numeration, gradually progressing to one of the most minute 
classifications in existence. It cannot be said that classifi- 
cation has yet reached finality. There is still an opening for 
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the display of inventive genius in simplifying or extending 
the usefulness of existing schemes, or even for the introduc- 
tion of altogether new notations. When finality has been 
reached, if that ever does happen, there is still room for 
ingenuity in applying the multitude of symbols that can be 
brought into use. 

[In the discussion it was pointed out by Mr. C. J. Purnell, M.A., that the 
various shelfmarks mentioned in the paper by no means exhausted those in 
use in the Bodleian. Additions of books printed before 1640, other than the 
incunabula which form a separate collection, are classed together with the 
title of Antiquiora. Collections both of MSS. and printed books are still 
called after their donors’ names, and, in some cases, the names are retained 
for press-marking the modern additions to the Library in the particular 
subject in which the collectors specialized ; e.g. Gough Additions for English 
Topography ; Malone Additions for English drama. The former would be 
written G. Adds., often shortened to G.A., and would be followed by the 
special topography class numbers. No one without actual experience in a 
large library could realize the difficulties in the way of a minute classification 
of such a tide of books as flows into the British Museum, the Bodleian, and 
such libraries. The continental theses alone involved an enormous amount 
of difficult work. In reply to Mr. J. D. Brown’s remark that classification 
notation was being overdone, he said that at their next meeting (at the 
London Library) the Association would have an opportunity of seeing a 
Library which has no notation other than the name of the subject. 

A question was asked as to whether the fixed location method was 
altogether doomed; to which the reply was given that for a growing 
library this method was useless. } 


PROCEEDINGS. 


LONDON LIBRARY MEETING. 


The February Meeting of the Library Assistants’ 
Association was held at the Lonpon Lisrary, St James’s 
Square, S.W., on Wednesday, the 8th, by the kind invitation 
of the Committee, and of the Librarian, C. T. HacBEerG 
WricuTt, Eso., L.L.D.; and was presided over by 
Sir Frank T. Marziats, C.B., Vice-President of the Library 
Committee. The guests began to arrive soon after 7 o'clock, 
and were conducted in small parties through the building by 
various members of the staff, who with much courtesy, 
explained its chief features. The Library was new to nearly 
all the members present, and this privilege of being able to 
examine the arrangements, and to see with what compact- 
ness and simplicity the quarter of a million volumes are 
housed, was one which was fully appreciated. At 7.30 p.m., 
refreshments were served in the reception hall by the 
kindness of the Committee of the Library. When at 
8 o’clock the Meeting commenced in the Reference Library, 
which had been arranged for the purpose, over one hundred 
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were present, including, among other prominent librarians 
and littérateurs, Miss Elizabeth Lee, Honorary-Secretary of 
the English Association, Mr. Henry R. Tedder, F.S.A., Mr. 
James Duff Brown, Mr. Wharton, of the British Museum, 
Mr. W. R. B. Prideaux, Mr. R. A. Peddie, Mr. C. J. Purnell, 
M.A., Sub-Librarian of the London Library, and Mr. 
F. J. Cox, Senior Assistant of the London Library. 

On taking the chair, Str Frank MARZIALS, after calling 
upon the Honorary Secretary to read the Minutes of the 
previous meeting, in a few well chosen words welcomed the 
Association to the London Library. He said that from the 
details given in two or three numbers of the LIBRARY 
ASSISTANT that he had seen, he could congratulate the 
Association on its organization, and he thought the Journal 
was well edited. Mr. Hagberg Wright needed no introduc- 
tion from him, and he could promise a most interesting 
paper. On behalf of the Committee, he was most pleased to 
see the Association at the Library. He then called on Mr. 
HaAGBERG WRIGHT to read a paper on Early Nineteenth 
Century Readers and the Origin of the London Library, a 
resumé of which will be published in a subsequent number 
of the Journal. There was no response to the invitation to 
discuss the paper, probably on account of the lateness of the 
hour. 

THE Presipent (Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers), thereupon 
rose to move a vote of thanks to Mr. Hagberg Wright, 
saying there had been a continuous ascent in the interest of 
the papers presented to the Association, and it was difficult 
to express adequately their appreciation of a paper dealing, 
in so eloquent and convincing a manner, with things near to 
the hearts of all real librarians. The interest of the 
audience was a convincing reply to the scribe, who, in 
the current “Westminster Review,’ wrote that the 
average library assistant regarded “the precious life-blood 
of a master spirit” as so much bacon to be vended. 
He wondered if the world did not owe a great deal to the 
selfishness of men, but Carlyle, in founding the London 
Library, had reason on his side. Professor Hugh Walker 
was his authority for saying that Carlyle, who was then 
writing his “ French Revolution,” was denied access to the 
valuable documents on the subject in the British Museum; 
he felt the deprivation keenly, and his efforts to found the 
London Library were an insurance against its repetition. 
Such a constellation of men rarely shone in the history of a 
library—Gladstone, Carlyle, Tennyson, Spedding, Ewart— 
these were names to conjure with; and he rejoiced to hear 








52 


again that a man of letters might be an excellent man of 
affairs. Their gratitude to Mr. Wright was real and un- 
affected. Mr. W. BENson THORNE seconded the vote of 
thanks, paying a tribute to Mr. Wright’s excellence as a 
librarian. He said he had read somewhere a description by 
Mr. Sidney Webb of the qualities that should be possessed 
by the ideal librarian. He thought that Mr. Wright fulfilled 
every one. The paper that they had just listened to was one 
in every way worthy of praise and in keeping with the high 
position of its author. 

After a very brief reply by Mr. Wright, Mr. R. A. 
PeppiE moved a vote of thanks to Sir Frank T. Marzials, 
referring especially to the honour which he had conferred 
upon the Association by being presentas Chairman. His 
books made him well-known to all present and were 
particularly valuable to librarians in that they always 
contained bibliographies. He (Mr. Peddie) would like to say 
a word with regard to the British Museum in connexion 
with Carlyle, which, he thought, had been badly treated in 
Mr. Sayers’ remarks. The real facts were that Carlyle 
wished to refer to the great collection of French Revolution 
pamphlets. He was shown into a room where they were 
stored with what might be called by nothing else than a 
“heap” classification. He protested that they must be 
sorted, and that he must have a room set apart for his use, 
as he could not work in one in which others were present. 
The Museum Trustees were unable to provide the special 
accomodation that Carlyle wanted, and he went away ina 
rage. To Carlyle’s bad temper was due the London Library. 
The cataloguing of the collection of pamphlets had only 
recently been completed, and their arrangement had taken 
some fifty years. He had very great pleasure in moving 
the vote of thanks to Sir Frank Marzials. The Honorary 
SecreETARY (Mr. H. T. Coutts) seconded this motion, which 
was also accorded a unanimous and hearty reception. The 
Chairman replied by saying that he recognised the enormous 
good that librarians, especially young librarians, were doing. 
He liked the spirit which had led them to form their Asso- 
ciation. A librarian’s work did not consist merely of giving 
out books, but of giving advice from their superior knowledge. 

This concluded the business of the evening and the 
guests were able, before leaving, again to partake of the 
hospitality of the Library. And so ended a meeting 
memorable in every respect. Of its great interest and 
enjoyability the foregoing description, inadequate as it must 
inevitably be, has given some idea. If anything connected 
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with the meeting stands out with special prominence, it is 
the energy and zeal shown by the staff of the London 
Library in providing a welcome. Mr. Hagberg Wright’s 
share of the work was a very large one. Very much of the 
success of the meeting was also due to the ready help of the 
staff, all the members of which so willingly gave their 
services to the Association. 


MIDLAND BRANCH ANNUAL MEETING. 


THE First ANNUAL MEETING of the Branch was held at 
the Birmingham University on January 5th. In obtaining 
permission from the University Council to visit the mag- 
nificent New Buildings at Edgbaston, as well as to hold the 
business meeting at the Edmund St. Buildings, the members 
are to be congratulated. It is certain the concession was 
highly appreciated by them. The visit to the New Buildings 
excited deep interest, and was most instructive. An 
inspection was made of the departments of Civil and 
Electrical Engineering, Metallurgy, Mining, and Physics, all 
of which are equipped with the latest and best apparatus, 
and are in the charge of some of the world’s best professors. 
The large and beautifully decorated hall which is used for 
degree ceremonials, and the valuable Harding Library which 
has been housed and equipped at great cost, provoked much 
admiration. The members returned to the city for tea, after 
which the business meeting was held. Miss ETHEL S. 
FecAN, M.A., F.L.A., Librarian of the Ladies’ College, 
Cheltenham, L.A. Correspondence Teacher in Library 
History, gave a most interesting address on “ Lectures and 
Examinations.” The address, which will be printed in a 
later number, was most enthusiastically received, and there 
was a discussion which concerned the L.A. Examination 
Syllabus. Some thought it should be graded; others 
disagreed; while one member suggested that the exams. 
should be held half-yearly, so as to enable unsuccessful 
candidates to sit again in six months instead of having to 
wait twelve. All speakers admitted it was advisable for 
assistants to try for the certificates, even if they disapproved 
of the Syllabus. The discussion closed by a hearty vote of 
thanks to Miss Fegan for coming specially from Cheltenham 
to give her address. The Annual Report and Balance 
Sheet were then presented and adopted. Messrs. H. W. 
CHECKETTS, Chairman; W. Ewart Owen, Hon. Secretary ; 
and H. GrinDLE, Hon. Treasurer, were thanked for their 
past services and unanimously re-elected. The following 
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were elected to the Committee: Messrs. T. J. 
Newe.i, Aston Manor; R. H. Newey, Handsworth; M. C. 
Hunt, and F. J. Patrick, Birmingham. The meeting 
terminated after a warm vote of thanks had been passed to 
the University Council for sanctioning the holding of the 
Meeting at the University. 





NORTH EASTERN BRANCH. 


A meeting of the North Eastern Branch was held, by 
kind invitation of Mr. Ernest Balicey, Chief Librarian, at 
South Shields, on Wednesday, January 18th, 1911. There 
were 35 members present. At the Committee Meeting, held 
at 3.30 p.m.,the necessary arrangements were madeconcerning 
the Potter Briscoe competition, and also for the prize to be 
awarded to the Associate making the best progress in debate 
during the year. The Hon. Secretary submitted the Balance 
Sheet for the Whist Drive held on November 28th, 1910. 
At the General Meeting, Mr. BaiLey, after having cordially 
welcomed the Association to South Shields, read a paper on 
Victor Hugo. He first sketched briefly the early life of the 
great French writer, and dealt with his early literary efforts 
and the first public recognition of his work. He then dis- 
cussed some of Hugo’s better known works, drawing attention, 
in particular, to “The Last Day of a Condemned,” “ Notre 
Dame,” and “ Les Misérables.” With these he dealt in a 
manner which was intensely interesting and thrilling. Mr. 
Bailey next examined the dramas and poems, and read, in a 
delightful manner, several extracts from these works. He 
proceeded to illustrate, by means of quotations, Hugo’s 
mastery of language, his fire, passion, tenderness and pathos, 
his wonderful characterization, and the richness and brilli- 
ancy of his style. He spoke of Hugo’s enormous industry 
and concluded by giving a word-picture of the great writer 
in his “ Look-out ” at Guernsey. 

Messrs. Walton, Turnbull, Briggs, and Herdman spoke 
of the charm of the paper, and of the pleasure with which 
they had listened to Mr. Bailey. Mr. H. Fostauti, West 
Branch Library, Sunderland, then read a paper on “ Library 
Bulletins.” He said the object of the Bulletin was to 
advertise the activities and contents of the Library. This 
was a very necessary object. No matter how excellent the 
methods of the Library might be, advertising was essential 
in order to keep the value of the Library continually before 
the public notice. It had been argued that a complete printed 
catalogue was a permanent advertisement ; but as the stock 
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of the Library was continually being changed, the catalogue 
soon became obsolete. The Bulletin, on the other hand, was 
a periodical reminder of the existence and resources of the 
Library which came to readers with an appetizing freshness. 
Concerning the contents of the Bulletin, it might be said that 
any matter which did not bear on the work of the institution 
should be excluded. The main principle of Bulletin work, 
and therefore the first thing to be included in the publication, 
was an annotated list of additions to the Library. Amongst 
other items which might with advantage be included were 
topical reading lists, statistics of issues, etc., lists of donations, 
changes in the rules, and notes drawing particular attention 
to any fresh developments of the work of the Library. Mr. 
Fostall next dealt with the financial side of the Bulletin. He 
explained how, by means of advertisements, it was possible 
to issue an attractive Bulletin without any expense to the 
Library. Altogether the paper was a very exhaustive survey 
of the subject. Mr. Bartey (South Shields) thought that the 
publication of a Bulletin was very desirable, and would be of 
great advantage to the Library. Much, however, depended 
upon the income of the Library. Mr. Fostall had spoken of 
the possibility of getting advertisements to pay for the entire 
publication, but this again depended upon the particular 
town. In many places there were already so many mediums 
in which tradesmen might advertise, that the advertisements 
necessary to finance the Bulletin would be very difficult to 
obtain. Mr. D. W. Herpman (Sunderland) gave some 
interesting details concerning the Sunderland circular, which 
he said was issued without any expense to the Library. 
He also spoke favourably of the “ Reader’s Review,” and 
expressed regret that it had not been more successful. Mr. 
T. E. TurnBu ut (Newcastle) disagreed with Mr. Herdman’s 
eulogy of the “ Reader’s Review.” He said the reason it 
failed in certain places was that the magazine fell between 
two stools. It was first a literary paper, not a Library 
Bulletin; and it had not a sufficiently strong appeal to com- 
mand a good sale. Messrs. Watton, Gipson (Newcastle) 
and Burcgss (South Shields) also took part in the discussion. 
At the conclusion of the meeting the members were enter- 
tained to tea by Mr. Bailey, and afterwards they had the 
pleasure of listening to stimulating addresses from two 
members of the South Shields Library Committee: Mr. A. D. 
Reip, Chairman, and Mr. D. Cameron. Both of these 
gentlemen had been present throughout the meeting; and 
Mr. Walton, in replying, expressed the appreciation of the 
Branch for the interest they had taken in the proceedings. 
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In the evening a concert, arranged by Mr. Bailey, was held. 
Amongst other excellent items in the programme, was an 
excerpt from Moliere’s “ Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme,”’ per- 
formed by five students from the Westoe Secondary School. 
Votes of thanks to Mr. Bailey and to the ladies and gentlemen 
who had taken part in the concert concluded a very enjoyable 
meeting. 

The next meeting will be held at the Tynemouth Public 
Library, North Shields, in March. 


SOUTH WALES BRANCH. 


A highly successful meeting of the Branch was held at 
Cathays Branch Library, Cardiff, on Wednesday, January 
25th. The meeting was held in the Children’s Hall, and 
there was a good attendance of members. Miss E. O. 
Davies read a paper on “ The Popularising of the Library,” 
and Miss K. E. Jones followed with a paper on “An 
American Impression of the Children’s Hall.” A _ short 
discussion afterwards took place. Both papers were 
humorous and were much appreciated. At the close of the 
meeting the members were entertained to tea by the 
Librarian of the Cathays Branch Library (Miss J. Dovey) 
and the lady members of the Branch. After tea, the 
Chairman (Mr. WynpHAM MorGan) moved a hearty vote of 
thanks to Miss Dovey, and the ladies who had assisted her, 
for the excellent arrangements made. This was seconded 
by Mr. E. Rees and was carried with acclamation. Miss 
Dovey suitably responded. 

SUNDERLAND PUBLIC LIBRARIES STAFF 
FELLOWSHIP. 

The staff of the Sunderland Public Libraries have 
recently formed a Staff Fellowship with the object of 
promoting gatherings of a social nature, to include an 
evening entertainment during the winter and an annual 
excursion in summer; as well as classes and staff meetings 
for intellectual and _ professional advancement. The 
inaugural meeting was held, by kind permission of the 
Public Libraries, Museum, and Art Gallery Committee, in 
the Sunderland Art Gallery, on Tuesday evening, 3rd 
January, 1911. The guests numbered nearly 100, and 
included in addition to the Sunderland staff, representatives 
from the staffs of the Public Libraries of Newcastle, 
Gateshead, Tynemouth, South Shields, and West Hartlepool, 
together with other friends. After an exciting game of 
Matrimonial Whist the prizes were awarded as follows :— 








57 


Ladies: Miss F. Grace, Sunderland, Ist; Miss J. Wetherald, 
Sunderland, 2nd; and Mrs. E. Hedley, Gateshead, Consola- 
tion. Gentlemen: Miss N. Ward, Newcastle, Ist; Miss 
Knox, Tynemouth, 2nd; and Mr. J. Wilson Lambert, 
Sunderland, Consolation. It is somewhat remarkable that 
the Ist and 2nd prize winners for the gentlemen’s prizes 
were ladies who happened to be playing the part of gentle- 
men! Refreshments, which had been tastefully arranged by 
the lady members of the Fellowship, were partaken of 
during the interval, and the remainder of the evening until 
after midnight was enjoyably given up to music, dancing, 
and games. The musical items were rendered by Mrs. 
Treble (Croydon), Messrs. C. Wendell and A. H. Yates 
(Sunderland), and Mr. J. A. Charlton Deas, gave two 
recitations. 


REPORT OF THE DELEGATES ON THEIR VISIT TO 
THE PROVINCES. 
GENTLEMEN, 


We attended as your delegates the Fourth Annual Meeting of the York- 
shire Branch, which was held at the Leeds Institute, Leeds, on January 12th. 
As in all former visits of your delegates to the provinces we were received 
wherever we went with the greatest possible courtesy and kindness. Mr. 
Councillor Roberts, chairman of the Leeds Libraries Committee, enter- 
tained the Yorkshire Branch to tea prior to the meeting. Your delegates 
were invited to attend the Committee Meeting of the Branch, and were able 
to gain some useful information. The membership is now 68 as compared 
with 32 four years ago, but the Committee is not satisfied with this good 
result and is enthusiastically endeavouring to extend its operations. The 
balance sheet showed a deficit of 4s. 6d., which it is believed will be more 
than covered by outstanding subscriptions. The opinion was also expressed 
that The Library Assistant might be improved if certain pages were devoted to 
what is more distinctly library news. At the Annual Meeting which followed, 
the chair was taken by Mr. T. W. Hand, the City Librarian of Leeds, and 
we wish specially to mention the good influence and help of Mr. Hand, not 
only at this meeting but in all matters concerning the Branch. The President 
gave an address, followed by one from Mr. Stewart, both of which were very 
kindly listened to, and discussed by the members afterwards in a manner 
which shows that the Branch has already educated some very competent 
speakers. The President is of opinion that the progress in debate shown by 
the members of the Branch is one of the most satisfactory things we have 
to report. The Business Meeting followed immediately after, at which a 
satisfactory annual report was adopted and new officers were elected. Mr. 
J. C. Handby, Bradford, was elected President of the Branch, and Mr. 
A. J. Hawkes, Leeds, Honorary Secretary. The retiring President and 
Secretary, Messrs. Strother and Ellison, were retained as Vice-Presidents 
of the Branch. The Association at large and the profession are greatly 
indebted to these two gentlemen for the energetic and efficient service which 
in four years has initiated and thoroughly established the Branch. A reso- 
lution was passed asking your Council what support would be given to 
representations made to the Library Association for more generous treatment 
of provincial assistants in the matter of fellowships. In the discussion upon 
the motion, your delegates were made aware of acute dissatisfaction with 
the action of the Library Association with regard to this matter; the opinion 
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being expressed that the claims of provincial assistants were neither 
properly represented upon nor considered by the Membership Committee. 

On the following day, accompanied by the Vice-President, Mr. G. W. 
Strother, your delegates attended a meeting of the Liverpool and District 
Association of Librarians at St. Helen’s Public Library. Upwards of sixty 
members were present, and after a paper by Mr. W. Williams, of Bootle, your 
delegates, who received a most cordial welcome, addressed the meeting in 
turn. As the question of affiliation with yourselves had been deferred until 
March, no reference was made publicly to this question. Your delegates, 
however, had conversations with many of the assistants from all parts of 
the district, and found a strong feeling of sympathy, and in general a wish 
for closer union among the members, which we have every hope will produce 
in time the linking up we desire. A meeting of the Yorkshire Branch, the 
Manchester Library Assistants’ Fellowship, and the Liverpool Association, 
is to be arranged shortly at Manchester, an event which causes us great 
satisfaction. It was suggested, and we recommend the suggestion warmly 
to the Council, that a meeting of British library assistants should be held at 
some point in the provinces, Birmingham being named as a possible place, 
to which members of all associations in the kingdom might be invited. It 
was suggested that such meetings should take place at least once a year. 
The Liverpool and District Association is a vigorous body of enthusiastic 
assistants with good and intelligent speakers and many very capable members, 
and is a body on which all its members are to be congratulated. 

We cannot close this report without thanking most cordially for their 
welcome, Mr. T. W. Hand of Leeds, Mr. G. T. Shaw of Liverpool, Mr. Alfred 
Lancaster of St. Helens, and the officers and members of the Yorkshire 
Branch and of the Liverpool and District Association. We trust that our 
visit will have done a little to link the library assistants in these parts of the 
country more closely. 

We are, gentlemen, 
Your obedient servants, 
W. C. BERWICK SAYERS. 
JAMES D. STEWART. 


LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION: MIDLAND 
BRANCH. 
FIRST ANNUAL REPORT. 
Presented to the First Annual Meeting, held at the Birmingham University, 
Thursday, January 5th, 1911. 

The Committee presents with pleasure its report on the work of the 
Branch for the year ending 31st December, 1910. 

At the end of the year 1909 there were but half-a-dozen assistants in 
the Midland District who were members of the Library Assistants’ 
Association. As a result of the activity of Mr. W. Ewart Owen, of the 
Public Library, Coventry, fifteen assistants, realizing the need of a local 
society, and aware of the success which had attended branches formed else- 
where, forwarded an application to the Council for the establishment of a 
Midland Branch. As a result, the Branch was formally constituted on 
December 15th, 1909. 


The inaugural meeting was held on February 10th, 1910, at the 


Birmingham Reference Library, when 17 assistants attended from Aston, 
Birmingham Public Libraries, Birmingham University, Coventry, Erding- 
ton, Handsworth, Northampton, Rugby, Walsall, Warwick and Worcester. 
The President of the Association, Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers, F.L.A., 
occupied the Chair, and on behalf of the Association warmly welcomed the 
inception of the Branch, and wished it a prosperous career. The Branch 
now has a total membership of 27, made up as follows:—Fellow, 1; 
Members, 14; Associates, 12. 
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While it must be acknowledged that this is a satisfactory membership 
for so young a society, the Committee hopes that many more will be enrolled 
during the ensuing year, and appeals to those already members to make 
known the advantages of the Association with this end in view. So far, no 
Lady Assistants have joined the Branch, although there are as many as 90 
attached to other districts. It is hoped that Midland Lady Assistants will 
soon follow the example of their colleagues elsewhere. 

Five meetings have been held during the year, and papers have been 
contributed by eight members and associates. The average attendance has 
been thirteen. 

The following is a programme of the meetings :— 


Feb. 10 Inaugural Meeting at Birmingham Reference Library. Address, 
‘The Assistant Librarian, present aud future,’’ by W. C. Berwick 
Sayers, F.L.A., Croydon Public Library. Paper, ‘‘The Library in 
Utopia,"’ by H. W. Checketts, University Library, Birmingham. 

April 28 At the Public Library, Handsworth, Staffs. Papers, ‘‘ Scholas- 
ticism and Classification,’’ by RH. Newey, Handsworth Public 
Library ; and ‘‘In defence of the Public,’’ by T. J. Newell, M.L.A., 
Aston Manor Public Library. 

June 30 Summer Meeting at Stratford-on-Avon. Visits to Shakespeare 
Birthplace, New Place, Ann Hathaway's Cottage, Shakespeare 
Memorial, the Church, and Carnegie Library. 

Sept. 29 At Coventry Public Library. Debate, ‘‘The Classified v. the 
Dictionary Catalogue.’’ For the Classified Catalogue, B. E. Rathbone, 
Northampton Public Library ; for the Dictionary Catalogue, J. Sidwell, 
Coventry Public Library. Visits to the Humber Works and St. Mary’s 
Hall. 

Nov. 17. At Aston Manor Public Library. Papers, ‘‘ The Information 
Bureau, an undeveloped possibility,’’ by F. J. Patrick, Birmingham 
Reference Library; and ‘School Libraries,’’ by Horace Dixon, 
Erdington Public Library. Visit to Oscott College 

Although in most cases the papers were first contributions, the 
standard in all was remarkably good, and three of them have been printed 
in the Liprary AssisTANT. The discussions have maintained an equally 
high level, aud have revealed a number of thoughtful and capable speakers. 

It is significant that at the last meeting every member present contributed 

to the discussions. The benefits attending this aspect of the Branch’s 

activities cannot be over-estimated, and the Committee greatly appreciates 
the generous encouragement which is afforded by the new prize scheme. 

A notable and unique feature was introduced at the Summer Meeting 
by the attendance of some 20 members of the Association from London and 
South Wales. The Midland Branch is conveniently placed for the organisa- 
tion of such joint gatherings, and it is hoped that they will have a permanent 
place in the programme of the Association. 

The Committee is extremely glad to be able to report that at their 
earnest request, the Birmingham and District Library Association 
has decided to establish local classes for library assistants at an early date. 
It is hoped that every member will give his hearty support to the scheme, 
and will attend as many classes as possible. Their permanence will depend 
upon the support which is accorded to the first venture. It is regretted 
that particulars of the classes are not yet available, but the Committee trust 
that they will be in the possession of every Midland assistant before long. 
The Committee wishes to recognize the courtesy and consideration with 
which the Birmingham and District Library Association has acted through- 
out the negotiations. 

The Committee also records with much pleasure the practical and sym- 
pathetic kindness shown by librarians and others which has been so largely 
responsible for the success of the Braneh during its first and most critical 
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year. It wishes particularly to mention :—W. S. Brassington, Esq., F.S.A., 
F.L.A., A. G. Burt, Esq., F.L.A., R. K. Dent, Esq., F.L.A., Miss E. S. 
Fegan,M.A., F.L.A., S. A. Pitt, Esq., F.L.A., Walter Powell, Esq., F.L.A., 
A. Capel Shaw, Esq., F.L.A., The very Rev. Mgr. Parkinson, Rev. G. E. 
Price, Vicar of Stratford-on-Avon, The Council of the University of 
Birmingham, The Trustees of Shakespeare’s Birthplace, The Governors of 
the Shakespeare Memorial, Messrs. Humber Ltd., and Messrs. Turner and 
Hadley. It is also pleasing to record the promotion of two members of the 
Branch during the year, viz.: H. Grindle and F. C. Morgan. 

Of the result of the first year’s work, it may confidently be affirmed that 
it is in every respect satisfactory. The Committee relies upon the 
enthusiasm and support of the present members of the branch for a worthy 
continuance of these early endeavours. 

H. W. CHECKETTS, Chairman. 
W. EWART OWEN, Honorary Secretary. 


WORK OF THE COUNCIL. 


A Meeting of the Council was held at the Cripplegate Institute, E.C., 
on Wednesday, February 22nd, at 8 p.m., the President being in the Chair. 
The resignation of Mr. H. V. Hopwood, owing to ill-health, was received 
and accepted with much regret. The Hon. Treasurer reported a balance in 
hand of £29 Os. 7d., and accounts for payment amounting to £7 13s. The 
President reported that, so far as numbers were concerned, the excursion to 
Brussels was likely to be successful, and requested that additional names 
might be sent to him as early as possible. Special terms had been arranged 
with the Belgian State Railway, viz., 23s. from London, and a list of good 
boarding-houses had been prepared. In the event of Mr. Hopwood being 
unable to undertake the lectures, arrangements would be made for qualified 
lecturers to take his place. A motion from the Yorkshire Branch concerning 
provincial assistants and the Fellowship of the Library Association was 
considered, and it was resolved on the proposition of Messrs. Chambers and 
Thorne, ‘‘ That the Yorkshire Branch be informed that this Association will 
be willing to consider any cases of alleged injustice in connexion with the 
classification of members of the Library Association, if the cases are laid 
before this Association, and to take action if necessary.’? On the motion of 
the President, seconded by Mr. Hawkins, it was resolved, ‘‘ that in view of 
the fact that in a recent case, Lewisham, the office of Chief Librarian has 
been abolished, the Council is of opinion that such abolition will be 
disastrous for the public library movement; and requests the Council of 
the Library Association to consider if some public representations may not 
be made to prevent the recurrence of such abolition ; and that copies of this 
motion be sent to the municipal papers.’’ The President moved, and Miss 
Clarke seconded, ‘‘ That the Council is of opinion that the London County 
Council has not acted in the best interests of the library or of librarianship 
in confining the selection of candidates for the librarianship of the L.C.C. 
Education Office Library to teachers in the Council’s Schools, who are 
necessarily untrained in librarianship, and hopes that, in future, appoint- 
ments will only be made from qualified librarians.’’ This was carried, and 
it was resolved, ‘* that copies of this motion be sent to the Clerk of the 
London County Council, the Chairman of the Education Committee, the 
Education Officer, and to the municipal papers.”’ 


APPOINTMENTS AND CHANGES. 
Weare, Mr. WILLIAM, has been appointed Librarian-in-Charge, Lime- 
house Public Library and not Mile End Library as announced. 
*NEWLAND, Mr. G. A., Junior Assistant, Whitechapel Library, has beeg 
appointed Third Assistant, Stepney Borough Reference Library. 
rare ; ~~ Associate L.A.A. 











